
Basingstoke Union, Officers and Employees See end for Keys and Sources

Post Name Date Range Comments Additional Comments

Chairman of Board Sclater, William Lutley 1835-70 Intermittent attendance before end

Portal, Wyndham Spencer 1869-70 Very active and stood in over several yrs 1875 Acting Chairman

Rycroft, Sir Nelson 1870-85

Chute, Chaloner William 1885-90 Died 1892 Rev J C Keate oftent deputised

Jervoise, Francis Michael Ellis 1890-1902

White, A L, Rev. 1899

Rycroft, Sir Richard 1902-11

Jervoise, Arthur Tristram Ellis 1911-24

Steedman, H E W Revd. 1924-30

Vice-Chairman of Board Blunt, Edward Walter 1835-50

Wiggett Chute, William 1850-68

Rycroft , Sir Nelson 1868-70

Chute, Chaloner W 1870s

Portal, Wyndham Spencer 1881

Jackson, Henry 1900s -1912

Walter, Godfrey 1912 -?

Treasurer Raggett, Seymour & Co 1835-80

Lazenby, Francis 1880-1906

Greenham, Percy Midland 1906-10

Stedham, E 1910-26

Pullen, Thomas H 1926 - ?

Clerk Lamb, George 1835-49

Challis, William 1849-69

These men often remained as "Ex Officio Guardians" after 
leaving the Chair, and continued to serve on committees 

Very unclear later in 19C, sometimes 
there were two Vice-Chairmen at one 
time 

These men were usually bank managers at 
various local banks 

These men were all solicitors 

Some of these characters have a 
story, which can be found in the 
book ... 



Lear, George 1869-94

Lear, Arthur James 1894-96 Not son of George, but relative

Chandler, Hugh Wills 1896- ? Still in office in 1930

Relieving Officers Pearce, John Doe 1835-36 Disappeared Aug 36 following fraud

Mansbridge, Robert William 1835-43 Resigned due to no surety Later Asst. Overseer for Basingstoke. A Tailor.

Barrett, John 1835-36

Pearce, Henry 1835-37

Follet, John 1835- ?

Barrell, John 1836-1854 Forced to resigns by PLB Controversy over handling of money

Wolfe, John Robin 1837-62 Resigned after "27 years"

Bance, J ?

Renouff, J 1837 - ? Temporary replt. for H Pearce, Jan 37

Redgrove, Luke 1843 Temporary replt. for R Mansbridge

Ellis, James 1843-1854 Previously Master, died 1854

Curtis, William Lord 1854-96 Also Agent for LSWR for parcels & goods

Monger, Robert 1854-62 Resigned after illness and "incompetence"

Mansbridge, Robert William 1862 Temporary for Monger, ill.  Paid £15/3/8

Billimore, James 1862-96

White, Thomas 1862-78

White, Charles Frederick 1877 Temporary whilst brother Thomas ill

Jibb, Joseph 1878-1908 Lives in Sherfield on Loddon

Slater, George 1897- ?

Tew, George Sidney 1897- ? Still in office 1930

Jibb, Joseph Franklyn 1908- ? Still in office 1930

Medical Officers Wall, William S 1835-47 Died in 1847

Covey, Edward 1835-61 Died September 1861

Nicholls, John 1835-57

Mr Boyce 1835 - ?

Slatey, Stephen 1843-44

Mr Perry 1844-45

Mr Hill 1845-55 Fired, neglect of pauper, who  died.

Mr Hill 1858 - ? Re-employed 

These men were all solicitors 

This became very unclear from 1860s. 
Roles overlapped: RO, Vaccination Officer, 
Debt Collection Officer, School Attendance 
Officer... 
 

It became difficult to work our who was 
doing what.... 

The employment of MOs became very 
confusing from the 1860s onwards, 
particularly since they were hired under 



Mr Tiley 1846 - ? Stratfield Turgis, Hartley Westpall only

Luce, James Johnstone 1847

Spence, Joseph 1847-48 Died in 1848 (aged 59)

Luce, James Johnstone 1848-52 Temporary on death of Spence

Mr Webb 1848 - ? Paid 'as and when'

Dr Thomson 1848 - ? Assistant to Mr Webb

Ball, Richard Dechamp 1848-60

Izod, Freeman 1852-70 Replacement for Luce, Jan 1853

Sweeting, Robert Bray 1855-79 Came and went - resigned ill 1879

Mr Clark 1852-55 Medical assistant to Mr Covey

Wells, Anthony 1861-64 (Workhouse only?)

Watts, John Thomas 1859-61 Assistant to Mr Covey

Mr Davey 1862- ? Assistant to Mr Wells

Lewis, J P 1864-72 Temporary at first, then appointed

Webb, Charles  1864-77 Died in service

Webb, Charles Frere 1877(?)-1900 USA, MOH March 1992 Son of Charles Webb

Buchanan, George 1869 Assistant to Mr Lewis

Davis, George Henry 1870-91 Replaced Mr Izad

Hayes, H R 1877 Temporary, death of Charles Webb His son-in-law

Sweeting, Thomas 1877-78 Died December 78

Miller, Frederick Daniel 1877-1901 RSA, MOH 1880 for 3 yrs

Walker, James Frederick 1878-1911 

Johnson, Charles Henry 1879-1902 RSA, MOH 1880 for 3 yrs Died 1911

Andrews, Samuel 1879-1909 Died 1919

Maturion, Henry 1888 - ? Still in records in 1897

Cox, William (Walter J) Raolfe 1890s-1924 Dates not clear

Slater, George 1897- ? 

Tew, George Sidney 1897- ? 

Roalfe, Walter J 1897- ? 

Peel, James Henry 1897-98 Resigned following accident

Kennington, Edgar 1898-1901

Macpherson, James Fraser 1900-22 Also Public Vaccinator

Gowring, Benjamin Nathan 1901-03

Ahrens, Henry Augustus 1901- ?

confusing from the 1860s onwards, 
particularly since they were hired under 
contract. They were often referred to 
generically in the records and not by name, 
so this list is probably incomplete. 
 

Some were temporary, deputies or 
assistants. 



Meyrick, Ferdinand R Holmes 1902-10

Passmore, Joseph Ernest 1903- ? 

Griffiths, H J 1904-05

Hayden, William G 1905- ? 

Gibson, Benjamin Digby 1907- ? 

Symons, Thomas George Gordon 1908- ? 

Todd, Percy Everard 1908- ? 

Butler, Thomas Langton 1909- ? 

McFarlan, William John Morehead 1909-14 

Gange, Desmond Whitechurch 1909- ? 

Worth, Francis James 1910- ? 

Halpin, George 1911- ? 

Dimmock, H P 1914- ? 

Daly, Nolan 1914- ? 

Holding 1914- ? 

McWilliam 1914- ? Still in records in 1920

Rees Thomas ? In records in 1920

Moore, A M ? -1924

Cox  ? In records in 1920

Douglas, A M 1924- ? 

Master and Matron Spier, William and Hannah 1836-38

Sutton, Thomas 1838-42 Mrs Sutton died 11 Jan 1842

Sutton, Charlotte (daughter) 1842- ? Temporary then permanent

Mrs Cooper, Matron 1842 Only three weeks

Ellis, James and Gatty 1842-43 Later became RO for Basingstoke

Puleston, Philip and Elizabeth 1843-44 Elizabeth left Nov '43, Philip Mar '44

Connor, Anne 1843-44 Replacement Matron only Resigned after 4 months

Waters, Francis and wife 1844 1 week only, dismissed - drunk

Harbor, John and Harriet 1844-58

Forder, James and Sarah Ann 1858-68 5 children residing with them, ages 3 - 22 Left "under a cloud" re various behaviours

Forder, Agnes 1859-60 "Assistant Matron", daughter of Forders Pregnant Oct '60 and quickly married away

Mr Billimore, Mr White 1868 Temporary caretakers on exit of Forders

Humby, John Joseph  & Jane 1868-76 "Resigned" after staff disagreements



Billimore, J 1876 Temprorary, 4 days

Atkins, George and Elizabeth 1876-91 "Resigned" - assaulted inmate

Fenton, Henry Charles & Mary Ann 1892-96 Aged 26 and 34, from Warminster Union

Arter, Thomas and Alice 1896-22 Alice died 1905, Thomas 1924          Married 1907

Weekley, Louisa Emily (Arter 1907) 1905-22          Married 1907

Todd, Mr H U & Mrs 1922-24

Credland, Mr G W & Mrs 1924 - ?

Assistant Matron Tigwell, Mary Ann to 1897 Role at retirement ... VARIOUS ROLES THROUGHOUT (see down)

Jerome, Rose 1897-1900

Alice  Briscoe, nee Winders 1900-01 Wife of Cook

Jones, Rachel Annie 1901 

Lovell, Eva Alice 1901-03

Lowe (Hodder), Phoebe Lydia Ethel 1903-10 Former Femal Attendant Married Frank Lowe (see down)

Lowe, Emily Jane 1910-22 Former needlewoman/night attendant

White L E 1922-26 Former Female Children's Attendant

Gen. Servant to Matron Page, Kate 1904-05

Kimber, Mary Kate 1905-12 Blind, story in book ...

Chaplain Hewer, Revd John 1836-44

Harwood, Revd Charles E 1844 Temporary only Difficulties finding replacement ++

Campbell, Revd W 1844 Bishop of Winchester declines sanction

Harwood, Revd Charles E 1844 Won't do Sundays - stipend increased

Digweed, Revd John 1844-53 Temporary at £1 per week

Workman, Revd William Ring 1853-75

Hessey, Revd R H 1875-86

Shields, Revd Richard John 1886-92 Rector of Eastrop Parish

Cooper-Smith, Revd H B 1892-1905

Edwards, Revd William George 1905-21

Porters Blunden, William 1836-37

Grant, William Foley 1837-1838 Tried for improper conduct with children

Parsons, John 1838-39 Also Master of Writing, boys and girls



Winscome, Samuel 1839 -42 "Writing Master and Porter" Resigns "insulting and unhandsome treatment"

King, William 1842-43 Resigned 35, former miller, bankrupt

Davis, William Henry 1843-44 Resigned, commended Former baker

King, William 1844 PLC objected to his re-employment

Hughes, William 1844-46 Dismissed Daughters caught stealing loaves from Whouse

King, William 1846-51 Re-employed, £16pa Approved by Asst.Commissioner at meeting

Pinkney, William 1851-53 Found dead in bed, accidental death

Laney, Henry 1853-54 Aged 22, former hotel porter

Chamberlin, John 1854-58 Aged 46

Andrews, Henry John 1858-60 Resigns with Assistant Matron She is "confined"; they get married

Oxford, George 1860 Misconduct prev. job, fired immediately

Pilgrim, Charles 1860-62

Neate, Henry Stephen 1862-63 Left to become Master in Shoreditch

Wedge, Walter Charles 1863-66 Ex solicitors clerk

Wedge, Wyndham Charles 1866-71 Brother of last porter

Clements, George 1871-72

Moore, Thomas 1872

Giles, George 1873 Fired, using bad language to Matron

Foster, George 1872-74 "Incompetent & given to drink"

Long, John 1874 Ex Army, 6 months

Hole David 1874 Seriously ill, consumption Ex policeman

Hoskins, Thomas 1874-85 (1900, employed as temp. Boys' caretaker)

Jacobs, Joseph 1886  3 months Military farrier

Bartlett, Thomas 1886-87 28, resigned due to marriage Brewery labourer, ex army sgt and policeman

Legrove, Robert 1887-92

Ilsley, George 1892 Also Ind Trainer since 1874...

Farnkin, Harry 1892 37, 5 months in job Drillmaster & yardsman, Holborn Ind School

Legrove, Robert 1893-94 Now 65, retires ill health

Webb, William James 1895-96

Gosden, Edwin 1896-97 27 9 years in Artillery

Andrews, Charles Samuel 1897

Stephens, William Charles 1897-1900 27

Higlett, George A 1900 Temporary

Ashby, George 1900-01



Fowler, Walter George 1901 Declines job after appointment

Street, George 1902 2 months

Pike, Albert James 1902-03

Woollatt, Daniel 1903-05

Musson, Edward Bernard 1905-06 Dismissed, no details

Brown, Ernest 1906-08

Amor, William 1908-11

Harris, John William George 1911

Romain, William 1912-14

Lawler, Matthew 1914- ?

Brown, William 1922- ?

Schoolteachers Carpenter, Mary 1837-38 Left through ill health

Sutton, Charlotte 1838-42 (Master's family, see above)

Collins, Mary Ann 1842-43 Dismissed

Harvey, Sarah 1843 Temp replacement

Jennings, Harriet 1843-44 36, single from Newbury Unsuccessful candidate for Matron

Brown, Eliza 1844 Declared "incompetent" by PLC "Insufficiently qualified"

Harbor, Ann 1844 Resigns within a few weeks

Wilson, Martha 1844-49 Double rations offered, forced to resign Due to "insufficient qualifications"

Reed, William 1846-50 £26/5/0 pa and double rations given (From Southampton)

Cox, Henry 1848- ? School apprentice teacher (ex-inmate)

James, A (Ms.) 1849 Temporary

Harris, Eliza 1849-50

Eskeildson, Elizabeth 1850-54 PLB order 6 months trial initially

Pink, Edmund 1850-51 PLB order 6 months trial initially

Matthews, John 1851-52

Carter, Thomas 1852 PLB declines sanction But Board give him good reference

Dury, James 1852-54

Bull, Henry Basil 1854 Resigns after 4 months

Whitehorne, Annie 1854-58 Resigns after a month Withdrawns resignation (has a child)

Martin, Henry 1854-55 Resigns after 9 months

Stoyle, William 1855 Resigns after 1 month Leaves suddenly without notice

Note , Nov 55, Board o desparate that War Office approached to find sergeant on half pay ..



Gore (Mr) R F 1855 (via War Office) Resigns within 2 weeks

West (Mr.) 1856 Does not take up post

Leabourne, Charles 1856-58

Pearce, Mrs Sarah 1858-59 2 months only

Heald, James 1858-59

Miss Willett 1859-60 Less than one year

Parker, John 1859 Resigns almost immediately Allegations from previous union

Leabourne, Charles 1859-64 Again...PLB disapprove, but employed

Dredge, Augusta Sophia 1860 2 months

Smith, Matilda Augusta 1860-97 19, from Liverpool 37 years, resigns on pension

Crutch, C H (Mr) 1864

Lay, John James 1864

Steers, Thomas 1864-65 Weeks only in job

Turner, J F (Mr) 1865-66

(Master Forder's son) 1866-67 Temporary in absence of applicants Until Ind Trainer French appointed

Weekley, Louisa Emily 1897-98 28, trained and certified, £45 pa (Children now to Basing School)

Assistants Mrs Mansbridge of Basing 1897 Via Brabazon Society

Tigwell, Mary Ann 1871- ?

Industrial Teachers / Gosling, Lucy Louisa 1858-59 Few months only

  Trainers Forder, Agnes 1859 Related to Master & Matron

French, Leonard 1867-71

Fiander, Frank 1871-74 Resigns 73

Elsbury, Samuel 1873

Williams, John Martin 1874 Gone missing....found job in asylum

Ilsley, George 1874-98 (Acting Master 1895 before Arter arrives) Later becomes cook for period in 1897

Tigwell, Mary Ann 1871-97 Various roles ++ Teacher, sewing mistress, Asst.Matron, etc.

Female Attendant Palmer, Alice Charlotte 1898 Became Assistant Nurse

    for the Children Ellis, Martha 1898-99

Crockford, Minnie 1899-1901

Hodder, Phoebe Lydia Ethel 1901-03 Married Frank Lowe Appointed Assistant Matron in 1903

Butler, Florence 1903

Bussell, Jessie Ada 1903-06 Dismissed, along with Porter



White, L E 1906-22 Appointed Assistant Matron in 1922

Male Attendant for Boys Sergeant, Tom 1899- ? To Boer War, job kept open Also Cook

Hoskins, Thomas 1900 Temporary, former Porter

Lowe, Frank William 1901-07 Marries Phoebe Hodder, see above Also Cook

Thompson, William 1907-14?

Labour Master Crocker, ? 1920- ? 

Nurse Newell, Ann (inmate) 1851-61 Rations and 5/- cases of midwifery

Pugsley, Prudence (Mrs) 1861-62 Qalified, £20 pa Resigns following complaint

Newell, Ann (inmate) 1862-67 Temporary then permanent

Ward, Anne (Mrs) 1867-68 Fired,  along with Master & Matron

Clarke, (Mrs) 1868 4 months only

Parnell, Emma 1869-70

Brown, Hannah 1870-89 Resigns ill-health and "old age"

Moore, Mrs 1871 Smallpox nurse

Cleminson,  Margeurite Isabella 1889-90 Seriously ill, temp nurse only

Marsh, Anna Jane 1890-91 Weeks only... "family reasons, retiring" 44, very experienced

Dodson, Emmeline 1891-92 15 mths, very experienced Left, "illness of mother"

Davies, Susan 1892 - 93 36, experienced

Oldland, Emma 1893 1 months only

Quaintrell, Margaret 1893-96 

Cattle, Annie 1897 2 weeks only

Symes, Edith Naomi 1897 A couple of months only

Shaw, Alice Mary 1897-98 30, left within 1 month

Coxon, Kate 1898-1904

Lear, ? ? 1898, asked for some evenings off

Charles, M G 1904-06

Phipps, Charlotte Alice 1907-08

Clarke, Louisa Kate 1908-09

Duffill, Minnie Mary 1909-11 Superintendent

Alliott, Elizabeth 1910-11

Duffill, S Elizabeth 1911 

Again, with all the changes, extrmely 
difficult to follow through the records, so 
this list is probably incomplete.  



Horne, Mary Ann 1911

Moody, Emily Jane 1911- ? 

Manning, Annie 1911- ? Superintendent

Hemming, Edith Hickmott 1911- ? 

Slocombe, ? in 1920

Assistant Nurse Haines, Amelia 1880-82

Andrews, Sarah Annie 1882-84

Tiplin, Edith 1884-85 

Riley, Amelia Jane 1886-87 28, ex Manchester Workhouse infirmary

Clancy, Ellen Frances 1887-89 Smallpox nursing Hon.Sec. of WINA

Tigwell, Mary Ann 1890-93 Moved to kitchen and laundry

Lyon, Grace Emmeline 1893 6 months only

Langston, Kate 1893-97 Untrained Ex Matron, Petersfield Workhouse

Cartry, Rose 1895 Died Aug 1895

Courtney, Louisa 1895-97 31, trained, certified

Barter, Clara 1896-99 24 

Curd, Clara Ann 1897 A few weeks only

Richardson, Harriet 1897-98 28, left within 1 month Ex private nurse

Curtis, Sarah Ellen 1898 6 mths only

Palmer, Alice Charlotte 1898-1900 Former Female Assistant for Children

Lockett, Emma 1899 1 month trial, 2 mths only Wife of Charles, the Cook

Pearce, Mabel 1899-1902 21, from Dorchester Union

Pullin, Florence 1904- ? 

Dowell, Elsie Christabel 1905-06 Sister Jun Asst, 1 mth only Sister became sick

Plummer, Minnie 1906

Ritter, Alice 1906 Immediately put on nights and resigned

Howes, Isabel 1906- ?  

Beynon, Miss 1907-08

StJohn, Miss 1908 Temporary

Banks, Jessie M 1908-09 Weeks only

White, Edith 1909-11

Turner, Mabel 1911 Weeks only

Wickson, D M 1913- ? 



Titchener, ? in 1920

Slocombe, ? in 1920

Higgens, ? in 1920

Probationary Nurse Stubbington, Rose 1900-01

(Later "Jun Asst Nurse") Butler, Bessie 1900-05 Promoted to Asst. Nurse 1902

Ewing, Mary 1901-06

Wright, E 1901

Goodyear, Edith Ellen 1901-04

Davis Edith 1902-03

Bloom, Rose 1904- ? 

Pottinger, Kate 1904

Webb, Lottie 1904 Dismissed, lied at interview

Pullin, Florence 1904-05

Dowell, Nellie 1905 Sister was Asst Nurse, 1 month only Became ill

Topp, Mabel Emma 1905-06

Morris, A L 1907 3 months only

Newman, Catherine 1907 Weeks

Anthony, M J 1908-10

Howes, ? 1910 trial 1 month

Duffill, Florence 1910-11 Related to Supt.Nurse ?

Eggleton, Ellen Rose 1911

Thorne, Hilda Clarisse 1911-12

Oakley, Rhoda Emily 1912- ? 

Midwife Bunniston, Ruth 1837- ? Still recorded in  April 43 Emigrated 1851

Male Nurse Attendant Baker, S J 1913 Complaints, asked to resign

Coleman, Thomas James 1913 2 weeks only, not fit, bad health

Slocombe, Harold 1914- ? Called up, job kept open

Talbot, William 1914- ? Temporary

Wardswoman Lee, Louisa 1899 Did not turn up for work

Jones, Jane 1899 "Basingstoke woman", 2 weeks only



Stubbington, Rose 1899- ?

Ball, Katherine 1903-04 Employed as nurse, but too young Under 21

Cartwright, Irene Winifred 1907-08 Employed as nurse, but too young Under 21

Baker, Ellen 1910 Probationary, without salary Inmate in 1911 census

Wickson, May 1912- ? 

Wardsman Jellie, Alfred Edward 1905-06 Dismissed, due to drinking

Whik, William 1907 Weeks only

Lambert, Thomas William 1907-08 Died in service

Butler, Alfred Henry 1908-10

Wellman, William 1910-11 Dismissed for striking inmate

Day, Edward John 1911-12

Marston, Thomas 1912-13 Male Nurse Attendant from now on

Needlewoman/Night Lowe, Emily Jane 1909-10 Became Matron

Attendant/Nursery Attendant Morris, Beatrice 1910-11

Rogers, Elizabeth Mary 1911- ? 

White, ? In 1920

Cook (Male) Chalfont, Harry 1899 Did not turn up for work

Lockett, Charles 1899 2 mths only, with Assist. Nurse

Sargent, Tom 1899- ? Also Boys' Caretaker....

Winders, William Thomas 1900 Husband of Asst Matron

Briscoe, Walter Sandback 1901 

Lowe, Frank William 1901-08

Davis, Arthur 1908-11

Todd, Algernon 1911-12 Father of servant Kimber's child

Marshall, Herbert Henry 1912 Fired, unsatisfactory

Crocker, George 1912-14

Boscombe, Smith 1914- ? Temporary

White, Frederick Wallis Worthington 1914- ? 

Cook General Simpson, Mary Ann 1900-01

Wright, E (f) 1901  Did not pass trial period



Okey, Harriett 1901 2 weeks only

Dodd, Elizabeth 1902-06 Temporary only, 4 weeks, then permanent

Marlow, Charlotte 1906 One month trial only, then wished to go

Dodd, Elizabeth 1907 Reappointed, without son

Jennings, Elizabeth 1907-11

Rogers, Kate 1911- ? 

Stephens, ? In record in 1920

Miscellaneous Church, Mary 1837 Weekly Servant

Duddeford, H W 1861 Bookkeeper, noted in census only

Hickey, Caroline 1893- ? Kitchen and Laundry assistance

Hall, Ellen 1903- ? Assistant "Officers" Cook Still in record in 1920

Phillips, George 1899 - 1914 Engineer Paid by the week, not resident

Keys

RSA   Rural Sanitary Authority

USA   Urban Sanitary Authority

RO   Relieving Officer

MOH   Medical Officer of Health

WINA   Workhouse Infirmary Nursing Association

PLB  Poor Law Board

LGB   Local Government Board

Sources

PL3/5/1 to /29 (series), Basingstoke Union, Minute Books of the Board of Guardians (restricted after 31 December 1914)

MH 12/10669 to /10699 (series); Local Government Board and predecessors, Correspondence with Poor Law Unions and other Local Authorities

Basingstoke 390; 1834 to 1900

Census returns

Various newspapers, including Hants & Berks Gazette


